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The outcome of them all was, that on November 17, 1905,
with the object of strengthening the principle of solidarity
which united the two Empires, a Convention was concluded
which provided that the complete control and direction of
Korean affairs shall hereafter rest with the Japanese Govern-
ment, and that a Resident-General shall reside in Seoul,
" primarily for the purpose of taking charge of and directing
matters relating to diplomatic affairs." It also provided for
the appointment of Residents, subordinate to the Resident-
General, who shall occupy the open ports and such other
places in Korea as the Japanese Government may deem
necessary. Article IV stipulates that all treaties and agree-
ments subsisting between Japan and Korea, not inconsistent
with the provisions of the Convention itself, shall continue
in force. Furthermore, Japan engaged to maintain the
welfare and dignity of the Imperial House of Korea. In
this way the Japanese Government in Korea was substituted
for the Korean Government in all matters affecting the
relations of foreign countries, and their nationals, to the
peninsula. The retirement of the Foreign Legations followed
logically and as a matter of course.1 It is needless to say
that this change of responsibility for the conduct of these
relations was accepted without dissent or formal protest
from the Governments of the civilised world. Indeed, with
the exception of Russia, all the nations supremely inter-
ested had acknowledged already that, under the Protocols of
1904, Korea had lost its claim to be recognised as an inde-
pendent State in respect of its foreign affairs.

The efforts of the Residency-General to effect the needed
reforms were successful only to a limited extent, on account
of the intrigues of the Emperor and some of his councillors
in co-operation with native and foreign schemes. These in-
trigues reached a crisis in July 1907, when a delegation of
three Koreans arrived at the Hague, who claimed to have
been authorised by the Emperor of Korea, in a document
bearing his seal, to take part in the Conference as the
1 Cf. Ladd, p. 279-